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Final Presentation

Congratulations to this years ACE Students

33 Students | 13 Schools | 15 Mentors
All Virtual Sessions

The ACE of Maine Mentoring Program continues to grow despite the
challenges of the pandemic. In addition to our academic sessions, our
curriculum committee went above and beyond and organized additional
programming for the students. This year, we had our first College and Career
Week, bringing in a variety of speakers across the state to share their
experience and expertise. The ACE of Maine Final Presentation went virtual on

     The ACE of Maine Mentoring Program is proud to have wrapped up another exciting year. In
addition to our academic sessions we were pleased to once again offer our students virtual
construction site tours and college and career fairs.  At our final presentations held in person on April
13th the students shared recordings of their presentations and answered questions. All were
impressed by their thoughtful and well articulated presentations.       
     This year we were elated to award a record amount of $10,000 in scholarships to five students,
these students all have plans to study an ACE related career or trades program after high school. 
     This year could not have been possible without our generous donors and tireless volunteers, thank
you!

The ACE of Maine Mentoring Program SMASHES records, awarding the highest
amount in our programs history. The energy was electric at the in-person ACE of Maine
Final Presentation on March 15th. Students impressed with thoughtful, well-presented

boards showcasing their hard work. A huge thank you to our generous donors and
tireless volunteers who are investing in the future of the design and construction

industry!

2 Teams    56 Students enrolled    17 Schools    31 Mentors
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ACE Sponsor Opportunities

Mentor Spotlight:
Zach Pacheco
Structural Engineer,
Casco Bay Engineering

Thank you to Zach who is
mentoring for his third year
with Ace Mentor Program
of Maine.

Zach Pacheco, Casco Bay Engineering, front right
2019 Pasta and Gumdrop Bridge Challenge

Educational Background:
"My guidance counselor in High School didn't tell me that Physics was a
requirement for any engineering school. So I got declined from every
engineering school I applied to, and was accepted into the explorations
program at UMaine, after a phone call with the Dean of Civil Engineering
explaining my situation, he enrolled me into the Civil Engineering program.

It was the best "mistake" I've made, I enjoyed going to school in Maine, and
working in the state has been great as well."

Most Memorable Project:
"The Javits Convention Center expansion down in NYC. Being able to live in
Maine while simultaneously working on a massive project down in NYC was an
incredible experience. Being able to be apart of a large design team with so
many different people was an incredible learning experience.

And on top of all of that, going to NYC for site visits was my favorite, seeing
your work come to live in that city was amazing."

Advice to ACE students:
"You don't need to be married to the major you pick when you go to college.
Civil Engineering was a starting point for me to see if I liked it. I just happened
to like it so much to make a career out of it.

You can change your mind on a major or career path if you're not enjoying it as
much as you thought."

ACE Mentor of the Year

Wayne Keller

Fairwater Engineering

Portland South Team

Wayne has proven to be an
indispensable, highly committed
mentor for the past 6 years, always
willing to go the extra mile to support
his mentees. We are honored to
name him our Mentor of the Year.

Thank you Wayne!

What is your educational background? 

I graduated from the University of Southern Maine in 2004 with a BS in Electrical
Engineering. Then got my first PE license in 2012.

Wayne Keller's Most Memorable Contribution to ACE

My most memorable experience with ACE was very early on in my work with the program,
when I would attend annually as a guest speaker.  I had just finished giving a presentation
on electrical engineering, and as students were leaving the session and the room was
clearing out, a returning senior approached me and told me that they had written about ME
as part of their college application essay.  They had attended my session the prior year
and noted that my enthusiasm and passion for engineering was the push they needed to
solidify their desire to pursue an engineering degree!  I can’t recall a moment in my life
where I more-so felt the gravity my actions can have on young person’s life, and the
positive impact to the dreams they choose pursue.   Now that I have college bound
children of my own, I recognize the importance of mentors in our society to help guide our
young people to pursue their dreams, and build the workforce of tomorrow.

Advice to ACE Students?  

Advice to ACE students… where do I begin, and what’s my word-limit!  I’ll keep it simple. 
One particular piece of art I have on my wall is an excerpt from an old dictionary with an
inscription that reads, “Success is a journey of many directions taken one step at a time”; I
take a lot away from that simple statement.  Success is a journey, not a destination.  The
path is never a straight line, so explore, take risks, accept failures, learn from them, keep
moving ahead, and enjoy the journey.  One step at a time.
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ACE Sponsor Opportunities

School Champion:
Zach Pacheco
Structural Engineer,
Casco Bay Engineering

Thank you to Zach who is
mentoring for his third year
with Ace Mentor Program
of Maine.

Zach Pacheco, Casco Bay Engineering, front right
2019 Pasta and Gumdrop Bridge Challenge

Educational Background:
"My guidance counselor in High School didn't tell me that Physics was a
requirement for any engineering school. So I got declined from every
engineering school I applied to, and was accepted into the explorations
program at UMaine, after a phone call with the Dean of Civil Engineering
explaining my situation, he enrolled me into the Civil Engineering program.

It was the best "mistake" I've made, I enjoyed going to school in Maine, and
working in the state has been great as well."

Most Memorable Project:
"The Javits Convention Center expansion down in NYC. Being able to live in
Maine while simultaneously working on a massive project down in NYC was an
incredible experience. Being able to be apart of a large design team with so
many different people was an incredible learning experience.

And on top of all of that, going to NYC for site visits was my favorite, seeing
your work come to live in that city was amazing."

Advice to ACE students:
"You don't need to be married to the major you pick when you go to college.
Civil Engineering was a starting point for me to see if I liked it. I just happened
to like it so much to make a career out of it.

You can change your mind on a major or career path if you're not enjoying it as
much as you thought."

has been

Christy Zavasnik

Career Pathways Coordinator at
Scarborough High School

Christy has been part of ACE since
2018. 

Over her years volunteering with
ACE, Christy has been an active
participant in several committees
including the curriculum,
scholarship, and final presentation
committees. Thank you Christy!

What is your educational background?

Christy has a BA in Sociology from the University of Southern Maine and an MBA from the
University of New Hampshire

Christy's Most Memorable Contribution to ACE

This year, Christy was honored with the prestigious ACE National's Exemplary School
Champion Award!

"What truly impresses me most is witnessing the dedicated professionals who mentor our
students.  Through this interaction, students develop their ideas, hone their skills, and gain
a valuable understanding of what it's like to work in the Architecture, Construction, and
Engineering (ACE) fields." Christy

Christy's advice to Ace Students?

The ACE Mentor Program unlocks a world of possibilities. Through this program, you'll
gain unique access to professionals from local architecture, construction, and engineering
firms. These connections can open doors to exciting opportunities and experiences that
extend far beyond high school 
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ACE Sponsor Opportunities

School Champion

uccessful, and have fun doing ACE!

Scholarships

This year the ACE Mentor Program of Maine awarded a record $20,000
in scholarships to students going on to pursue careers in the

construction industry. Congratulations to all our Scholarship Recipients!

ScholarshipsACE School ChampionACE Sponsor OpportunitiesScholarships

Scholarship: ACE of Maine

Award Amount: $5,000

Recipient: Ezra Crabtree

School: Senior at Portland High School

Team: Portland Team 

Duration: 3 Years with ACE

Desired Fields: Mechanical and Civil



ACE Sponsor Opportunities

School Champion

uccessful, and have fun doing ACE!

ScholarshipsACE School ChampionACE Sponsor OpportunitiesScholarships

Scholarship: Portland South Team

Scholarship 

Award Amount: $2,000 

Recipient: Evelyn Winslow 

School: Junior at Scarborough High School

Team: Portland South Team

Duration: 3 Years with ACE

Desired Field: Architecture Interest.

Scholarship: Outstanding Senior

Scholarship 

Award Amount: $4,000

Recipient: Ava Pendleton

School: Senior at Falmouth High School

Team: Portland Team 

Duration: 1 Year with ACE

Desired Field: Interior Design

Scholarship: ACE of Maine

Award Amount: $5,000

Recipient: Cassandra Porter

School: Senior at South Portland High

School

Team: Portland South Team

Duration: 2 Years with ACE

Desired Field: Environmental Engineering.



ACE Sponsor Opportunities

School Champion

uccessful, and have fun doing ACE!

ScholarshipsACE School ChampionACE Sponsor OpportunitiesScholarships

Scholarship: Rising Star Scholarship

Award Amount: $1,000 

Recipient Ethan Keller 

School: Junior at Scarborough High

School

Team: Portland South Team 

Duration 3 Years with ACE

Desire Field: Civil 

Scholarship: Rising Star Scholarship

Award Amount: $1,000 

Recipient: Elana Jenkins 

School: Junior at Scarborough High

School

Team: Portland South Team

Duration: 1 Year with ACE 

Desired Field: Architecture

Scholarship: Portland South Team

Scholarship 

Award Amount: $2,000 

Recipient: Evelyn Winslow 

School: Junior at Scarborough High

School

Team: Portland South Team

Duration: 3 Years with ACE

Desired Field: Architecture Interest.







Thank you to our
Participating Sponsors

Thank you to our Participating Schools

Baxter Academy
Brunswick High School
Casco Bay High School

Edward Little High School
Gorham High School
Portland High School

South Portland High School
Waynflete School

Bonny Eagle High School
Cape Elizabeth High School

Deering High School
Freeport High School
Greely High School

Scarborough High School
Yarmouth High School


	Page 2

