


In the newly renovated 
Schmidt/Wilson Residence Hall 
(shown above), Huddleston is a 
member of the Design Living-
Learning Community and has 
studio space, complete with 
drafting and light tables.

Signs pointed to Ball State
An animal lover, Huddleston at first thought she wanted to be a veterinarian but decided 

against it as a career when she realized she couldn’t stand the sight of blood or needles. Her 

mother encouraged her to pursue a profession using her creative talent instead. Architecture 

came to mind – and so did Ball State.

In fact, Ball State was Huddleston’s top choice. The first in 

her family to go to college, Huddleston was a straight-A 

student at Arsenal Technical High School, which offers three 

academies to its roughly 1,900 students.

“I always wanted to go to Ball State,” she said. “My mom and 

I take cardinals as good luck, like a sign from God. After I 

graduated from high school, I saw cardinals every day.”

Ball State has exceeded her expectations, from the diversity 

of the student body to the university’s culture of mutual 

respect to the caring faculty and staff. She is especially 

grateful to architecture instructor Cesar Cruz, who both 

pushes her to do better and urges her to take care of 

herself.

“You can accomplish anything here,” she said. “You put your 

heart to it. Nothing will hold you down as long as you have 

Ball State and passion. You can do more than education. You 

can have morals.”

Beneficence and the values the iconic statue represents – excellence, integrity, social 

responsibility, respect and gratitude – resonate with her.

“Beneficence is who we are,” she said. “One arm reach out there – we’re going to help you. 

Beneficence represents unity.”




