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Josh Ridgely – ACE Mentor Program Exemplary Award Winner
Des Moines Architect Recognized as Exemplary Mentor by ACE Mentor Program of America
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  The ACE Mentor Program of America has recognized Josh Ridgely, SVPA Architects, Inc., as one of five national winners of the 2014 ENR/McGraw Hill—ACE Exemplary Mentor Award.   This prestigious honor recognizes ACE volunteers for extraordinary contributions to their students, their fellow mentors, and their affiliates.
Ridgely has been actively involved in the ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa (ACE C-IA) for seven years, serving as a mentor, team leader, committee member, and director.  His efforts have been instrumental in ACE C-IA’s continual program expansion and improvement.  At various times he has co-authored ACE’s mock design problem, led the effort to recruit and retain mentor volunteers, and assisted with affiliate fundraising.
It is Ridgely’s unparalleled passion as a mentor, however, which resonated with the selection committee.  He has continued in a mentor role for each of his seven years, and was the lead mentor of the ACE C-IA team which captured first place in the 2013 Construction Industry Roundtable/ACE National Design Competition.

A former ACE student wrote, “Although Josh does not have a formal teaching degree he is one of the best instructors I have ever had…He saw potential in me as a designer and he helped me to see it in myself.  He challenged me in multiple facets of the design process and he led the team as best a leader could do.”
A fellow mentor also stated, “He pushes students to think outside the box, to disregard traditional thinking, to expand on their ideas and refocus them if they stray. This is the type of mentoring that leads teenagers to develop grand ideas that surpass the expectations of everyone, including the students.”
On May 5, 2014 Ridgely will receive his award during the Construction Industry Round Table's spring meeting in Washington, DC.  Additionally, the ACE of Central Iowa affiliate will receive $2,500 to be awarded as a student scholarship in Ridgely’s name.  
 
About ACE:  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa (ACE C-IA) is an affiliate of the ACE Mentor Program of America.  Since 2006, ACE C-IA has introduced over 475 Des Moines-area high school students to the integrated construction industry.  Further, through the generous donations by local architecture, construction, and engineering firms, ACE C-IA has awarded 47 students a total of $83,000 in scholarships to further their ACE-related education.  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa was recognized as an exemplary STEM Program by Governor Branstad’s STEM Advisory Council in 2012. 
In 2013-14, students from Ankeny Centennial, Ankeny High, Dowling Catholic, East, Hoover, Johnston, Lincoln, Southeast Polk, Urbandale, Waukee and West Des Moines Valley High Schools participated in ACE.  They were guided by 36 industry professionals representing 24 design and construction firms.  ACE C-IA is a 501(c)3 organization, fully supported by local firms, individuals, and industry trade organizations.  The ACE curriculum is offered at no cost to participating students and schools.
The ACE Mentor Program of America, established in 1995 in New York, currently has a presence in over 200 cities across the US, including affiliates in Des Moines and in Mason City, IA.  This year alone over 8,000 students and almost 5,000 mentors are participating in the program; 70% are minorities and 40% are young women.

The ACE Mentor Program of America has received the 2014 Institute Honors for Collaborative Achievement from the American Institute of Architects, and the 2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Math and Engineering Mentoring.

For more information on the ACE Mentor Program of America visit http://www.acementor.org/
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