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For Immediate Release

Contact:
Kelly Altes, PE
Phone: 515-334-9906
E-Mail: alteskm@kjww.com
ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa Awards Scholarships to Local High School Students
The Ace Mentor Program of Central Iowa awarded $14,000 in scholarships to 7 metro area students at the March 11, 2014 end of the year awards banquet.  
ACE was created to address the growing need for skilled professionals in the architecture, construction, and engineering industries – a shortage that could become a crisis if the current trends continue.  The mentors are professionals from leading design and construction firms who volunteer their time and energy to engage, inform, and challenge youth.  Scholarships are funded through the generous support of local design and construction firms and industry organizations.   

2014 Scholarship Winners:

Luke Altmix Simmons Foundation/Master Builders of IA.….$2,000


Kate Fjelstad is on team North and is a senior at Johnston High School.
The Weitz Company/ACE C-IA Board of Directors……………..$2,000


Devin Gaudette is a senior at Southeast Polk High School.
Neumann Brothers/The Waldinger Corporation ……………….$2,000


Brian Carrier is a senior at Urbandale High School.
PDM Precast …………………………………………………….……………… $2,000


Matthew Mitchell is a junior at Waukee High School.
Iowa Chapter, American Institute of Architects/ACE C-IA…..$2,000

Sirina Reed is a member of the Competition team and is a senior at Ankeny High School.
Ball Team Construction/ACE C-IA Scholarship…………………...$2,000

Saketh Undurty is a member of the Competition team and is a senior at Valley High School in West Des Moines.
Tometich Engineering/ACE C-IA Scholarship………………...…..$2,000
Brianna Grenier is a team captain for Team Ankeny and is a senior at Ankeny High School.
ACE is entirely self-supported by the local industry in both financial donations and in kind donations.  Over 60 local firms have donated volunteer time or monetary dollars to the 2013-2014 season.  The donor list can be found here:  http://www.acementor.org/affiliates/iowa/des-moines/sponsors/
About ACE:  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa (ACE C-IA) is an affiliate of the ACE Mentor Program of America.  Since 2006, ACE C-IA has introduced over 475 Des Moines-area high school students to the integrated construction industry.  Further, through the generous donations by local architecture, construction, and engineering firms, ACE C-IA has awarded 47 students a total of $83,000 in scholarships to further their ACE-related education.  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa was recognized as an exemplary STEM Program by Governor Branstad’s STEM Advisory Council in 2012. 
In 2013-14, students from Ankeny Centennial, Ankeny High, Dowling Catholic, East, Hoover, Johnston, Lincoln, Southeast Polk, Urbandale, Waukee and West Des Moines Valley High Schools participated in ACE.  They were guided by 36 industry professionals representing 24 design and construction firms.  ACE C-IA is a 501(c)3 organization, fully supported by local firms, individuals, and industry trade organizations.  The ACE curriculum is offered at no cost to participating students and schools.
The ACE Mentor Program of America, established in 1995 in New York, currently has a presence in over 200 cities across the US, including affiliates in Des Moines and in Mason City, IA.  This year alone over 8,000 students and almost 5,000 mentors are participating in the program; 70% are minorities and 40% are young women.

The ACE Mentor Program of America has received the 2014 Institute Honors for Collaborative Achievement from the American Institute of Architects, and the 2010 Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Math and Engineering Mentoring.

For more information on the ACE Mentor Program of America visit http://www.acementor.org/
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