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High School Students to Present Library Designs to West Des Moines City Council

Students from the ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa to present their visions of library expansion.
Local high school students have a spot on the WDM City Council Agenda at the April 21st meeting to present their visions for an addition to the  West Des Moines Public Library.  These students developed their designs during the 16-week ‘season’ of the ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa.
During the 2013-14 school year, more than 100 students from 11 metro-area high schools formed five ACE teams and met weekly with volunteer professionals to learn more about careers in the fields of architecture, construction, and engineering.  Four of the student teams developed proposals for a mock library addition based upon a design program developed in partnership with the WDM Library Board.
The students divided up into groups representing architecture, construction, and engineering.  Under the guidance of their mentors, they developed solutions relating to architecture, landscape architecture, site work, structural, mechanical, and electrical engineering.  They also determined a construction schedule, building costs, and a site utilization plan.  During the season students participated in a mock construction bid exercise which demonstrated the realities of bidding projects in the real world.

A fifth ACE team-consisting of 7 students and 4 mentors—developed a prototype mock library design proposal for submission to the ACE/Construction Industry Round Table (CIRT) national design competition.  This team was challenged to develop a vision of the library of the future.  Their design proposal included a multi-function building plus robotic ‘rovers’—self-propelled units that may be dispatched throughout a community to serve as book/media dispensers, information centers, and communications hubs.
On March 11, 2014, all five ACE C-IA teams presented their library designs to an audience of more than 400 parents, peers, and industry professionals at the State Historical Museum.  Each student had the opportunity to describe a portion of their team’s design to the gathering.  Distinguished guest, John Strock, Executive Director of the ACE Mentor Program of America, provided the evening’s keynote address.
About ACE:  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa (ACE C-IA) is an affiliate of the ACE Mentor Program of America.  Since 2006, ACE C-IA has introduced over 475 Des Moines-area high school students to the integrated construction industry.  Further, through the generous donations by local architecture, construction, and engineering firms, ACE C-IA has awarded 47 students a total of $83,000 in scholarships to further their ACE-related education.  The ACE Mentor Program of Central Iowa was recognized as an exemplary STEM Program by Governor Branstad’s STEM Advisory Council in 2012. 
In 2013-14, students from Ankeny Centennial, Ankeny High, Dowling Catholic, East, Hoover, Johnston, Lincoln, Southeast Polk, Urbandale, Waukee and West Des Moines Valley High Schools participated in ACE.  They were guided by 36 industry professionals representing 24 design and construction firms.  ACE C-IA is a 501(c)3 organization, fully supported by local firms, individuals, and industry trade organizations.  The ACE curriculum is offered at no cost to participating students and schools.
The ACE Mentor Program of America, established in 1995 in New York, currently has a presence in over 200 cities across the US, including affiliates in Des Moines and in Mason City, IA.  This year alone over 8,000 students and almost 5,000 mentors are participating in the program; 70% are minorities and 40% are young women.

The ACE Mentor Program of America has received the 2014 Institute Honors for Collaborative Achievement from the American Institute of Architects, and the 2010 Presidental Award for Excellence in Science Math and Engineering Mentoring.

For more information on the ACE Mentor Program of America visit http://www.acementor.org/
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